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Albert J. Isacksis Director of Estate Services with the Erie office
of Malin, Bergquist & Company, LLP, one of Erie’s oldest and
largest certified public accounting firms. He is a certified estate
planner and has more than two-and-a-half decades of experiencein
taxation, estate planning and estate administration.

Among his clients are corporations, nonprofit organizations,
partnerships and individuals, as well as clients of law firms and
bank trust departmentsin a variety of states— ranging from
Pennsylvania, Ohio, New Y ork and New Jersey to Wisconsin,
Florida and California.

Mr. Isacks has prepared hundreds of death tax returns during his
career, involving federal estate, Pennsylvania inheritance, court
inventory, court accounting and fiduciary income tax returns. In
one notable example, he helped heirs pay tax on only a fraction of
the market value of their inheritance, thanks to the use of alittle-
known law. He also helps individuals with essential pre-death
planning, including advice on how to name beneficiaries of assets
and pension funds to eliminate or reduce income tax liabilities.

For an engagement in Wisconsin, Mr. Isacks helped heirs save tens
of thousands of dollarsin taxes after their late father had set up a
trust to benefit his second wife. In a California case, he served the
beneficiary of an old, poorly drafted $4 million trust, which wasin
litigation for many years, and helped the client avoid a substantial
federal estate tax assessment.

Mr. Isacks helps prepare tax returns for clients of bank trust
departments, utilizing proper techniquesto lower the risk of audits.
He has coordinated estate and income tax returns for clients who
have inherited the assets of a pension plan, advising them on the
election options and how to utilize them appropriately.

Prior to joining Malin Bergquist in 1993, Mr. | sacks headed the
Estate Administration Department for PNC Bank and First
National Bank in Erie. He holds his MBA and bachelor’s degrees
from Gannon University.

Community and Professional Service - Mr. Isacks serves on the
Estate and Financial Planning Conference Committee of the
Pennsylvania I nstitute of CPA, is Past President of the Estate
Planning Council of Erie, Treasurer of Hospice of Metropolitan
Erie; and serves on the Planned Giving Committee of Erie Homes
for Children and Adults. He also is past President of the Erie
Chapter, and past National Director, of the Institute of
Management Accountants, and is a past Chairman Elect of the
Greater Erie County Chapter of the American Red Cross.
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